Michelle Lima – French 4335
Quiz #2:

1- St. German de Près is one of the oldest churches of Paris and it was nearly destroyed by the Normans. The monastery is a typical example of the transition from the Romanesque to the Gothic style. It can be noticed that the columns of the tower is made based on the Roman heavy style of structure while the top shows delicate arches and pointed roof, which symbolize the beginning of the Gothic style.
2- The gargoyle from the top of the Notre Dame of Paris is also an example of the Gothic style. The adornments in for of creatures that were carefully places on top of the church symbolize the naturalism, which was contrary to the Romanesque style, but, in fact, the gargoyles are simply pipes to conduct the rainwater from the roof to the ground. 
3- The pointed arches inside the Notre Dame are another remark of the Gothic style. The light walls and larger entrances allow the environment to receive more light from the outside. Also, the pointed arches are influence of the Islamic style that was part of the architecture in Southern Spain.
4- The Leonardo Da Vinci’s “Virgin of the Rocks” is one of the genius of the painting’s masterpiece. This artwork is an example of the perfection of the artistic features of the Renaissance that were being developed by making a three-dimensional figure on a two-dimensional plane. The painting represents Mary with Jesus and John the Baptist still as children in a very mysterious place during their flight to Egypt. 
5- Johannes Vermeer’s “The Astronomer” was painted in 1668 and it brings up a series of questions about its meaning. My personal way to interpret this painting it that the man who holds the globe is a thinker, a philosopher, perhaps, Vermeer himself, and he seems to be having ideas about the globe, not the object, but the world itself. The light coming in through the window makes me have the impression that he has been enlightened to make his writings, to continue his discoveries about the world and humanity.
6- The famous “Venus de Milo” was made by the sculptors Praxiteles and Polycletes in 100 BC.  The sculpture is an inspiration of the Greek goddess Aphrodite that Praxiteles sculpted in the 4th century BC. 
